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higher courage, and it seemed to me that no amount of mint,
aniseed, and cummin, and no altar ornaments, however costly,
would excuse the absence from them of fine resolve and helpful
social endeavour. As I then looked at the problems of the world
the great human families were split asunder to the danger and hurt
of them all, possibly because they had laid upon themselves the
curse of disintegrating creeds and doctrines. Muhammadanism
and Christianity appeared to be no nearer union than when the
first missionary was sent to Arabia; and we still continue to regard
Buddhism as a heathen superstition. What a sorry picture it all
makes! We see a world at one with us in desire. Men of all
races are feeling as we feel, aspiring as we aspire, responding to the
same fundamental emotions as ourselves; they want peace as we
want it; they love the qualities of mercy, truth, and justice as we
love them; we are pilgrims together on the same highway of life,
capable of helping and sustaining each other in faith, doubt, and
vicissitude; yet we are dangerously separated by entirely futile
and unnecessary dogmatic barriers.
These passionate separations appeared to me to have had unfor-
tunate reactions upon human relationships, and I thought that
history had not failed to show their effects upon a nation's life.
Rome was powerful; but she fell because she lacked the guiding
principle that was equally applicable to all her provinces. Each
of her possessions had its own doctrinal forms, and each despised
the religion of its neighbour, with the inevitable result that when
the hour of trial came, each was for its shibboleth, and none was
for the State.
And I thought that the British Empire, similarly divided, might
perhaps share the same ignoble fate. For there is no emotional
union between its separate parts. The United Kingdom is a
religious bedlam; Scotland is Calvinist, England fundamentally
Lutheran, Ireland is split in two by an implacable religious hatred.
All of the churches agree that Christ was sent to save sinners; but
not for an hour can they agree as to how that fact shall be told to
the children in the nation's schools.
The indifference of the great majority of the population to
religious worship is beyond dispute. Yet a large proportion of
these unchurched men and women are kindly, generous, truth-
loving people, whose main desire is to 'play the game'; and the
excellence of their character, their readiness to sacrifice themselves
for any cause that arouses their interest, and their qualities as